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Greenwich Junior-Senior High School 
10 Gray Avenue, Greenwich, NY 12834 

Counseling Office 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
            On behalf of the faculty and staff, let us be the first 
to welcome your child to the Junior High. The Junior High 
program experience is designed to be a bridge between the 
elementary program and the High School.  Our staff has 
worked hard to provide the supports and programs that will 
help our new students learn about what areas or fields of 
study they might wish to consider concentrating on in High 
School. 
 
            There will be many opportunities to participate in 
athletics and extra-curricular activities. We recommend that 
you encourage them to join a club or participate in a sport.  
They will certainly learn something about themselves or 
even make a friend who they might have never previously 
considered.  
 
            This guide is a first step to success at Greenwich 
Junior Senior High School. Please read through it carefully 
and direct questions to your child’s counselor or the 
Principals.  We are here to help and will do as much as we 
can to make our new students happy and successful. 
 

It’s not unusual for students to feel a little unsure of 
the new building and teachers, but rest assured—they will 
be successful! 
 
Sincerely, 

Matthias E. Donnelly     Kenneth I. Hughes 
Principal          Assistant Principal 
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Available Clubs and Sports  
Fall Sports 

Sport Boys Girls Modified 

Cross Country X X X 

Field Hockey  X X 

Football X  X 

Soccer X X X 

Tennis  X X 

Winter Sports 

Sport Boys Girls Modified 

Basketball X X X 

Cheerleading X X X 

Indoor Track  X X 

Spring Sports 

Sport Boys Girls Modified 

Baseball X  X 

Softball  X X 

Track X X X 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

AFS Odyssey of the Mind Spanish Club 

Art Club Ping Pong Club Stage Band 

Chess Club Pit Orchestra S.T.O.P. 

Drama Club S.A.D.D. (Jr./Sr. High) Student Council 

FFA (Jr. High) School Newspaper Tech Crew 

French Club Science Club Weightlifting Club 

Junior High Excel Ski Club Join today! 

NOTE: Some exceptional Junior High students may be able 
to participate in High School activities. Each club or sport 
has its own set of qualifications for participation. See the 
club advisor or coach for specific information. 
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· Encourage your child to estimate how long each  
  assignment will take.  They can then plan a realistic  
  schedule, building in study breaks after subjects that  
  are most challenging, and allowing for soccer games  
  and band practice. Helping your child keep track of   
  time spent studying — rather than staring at a blank  
  page — will help him learn to connect time spent on  
  schoolwork with school success. 
· Help your child break big projects into smaller one s.  
  A big research project will seem less overwhelming  
  and will be less likely to be left until the last minute if  
  it's done in manageable chunks, each with its own  
  deadline. 
· Communicate with your child's teachers.  If your child  
  is struggling with organizational skills, talk to the  
  school counselor or teachers about what might be   
  causing the problems and brainstorm approaches to  
  solve them. 
 

For online assignments, visit: 
www.greenwichcsd.org/homework.htm  
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Administrative Contact Information 
Phone: (518) 692-9542 

District  
Sherman Parker, Interim Superintendent of Schools 
   ext. 2202, e-mail: sparker@greenwichcsd.org 
 
Alison Neary, CSE Chairperson 

ext. 8115, e-mail: aneary@greenwichcsd.org 
 
Junior/Senior High School  
Matthias E. Donnelly, Principal  

ext. 4216, e-mail: mdonnelly@greenwichcsd.org 
 
Kenneth I. Hughes, Assistant Principal 

ext. 4224, e-mail: khughes@greenwichcsd.org 
 
Patrick Morris, Counselor 

ext. 4221, e-mail: pmorris@greenwichcsd.org 
 
Richard Zwirn, Counselor 

ext. 4220, e-mail: rzwirn@greenwichcsd.org 
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· Help your child reflect on what works.  Some 
  questions you can ask: How do you know when    
  you've studied enough? How did you keep yourself  
  focused? How much time did you plan to spend and  
  how much did you actually spend? How would you do 
  this differently next time? 
· Help your child de-stress.  Good study skills can help  
  reduce anxiety, and so can relaxation exercises and  
  regular physical activity. If your child seems unusually 
  stressed about tests, talk to them about what's making 
  them anxious. If the work seems too difficult for your  
  child or the workload too great, contact the school. 

 
Helping Your Child Get Organized  

 
Some tips to help your child get organized:  
· Provide a place to study.  It doesn't have to be a desk.  
  A kitchen counter is a great place, especially if mom is 
   in the kitchen cooking. The desk or table surface  
   should be big enough so that your student can 
   spread out papers and books. Make sure essential  
   supplies such as pens, paper and calculator are  
   close by. Have good lighting and a sturdy chair  
   that's the right height.  
· Help your child develop a system to keep track of  
  important papers.  If your child tends to forget to turn  
  in homework or can't quite keep track of how he's 
  doing in a class, it might help to get him a binder with  
  a folder in the front for completed work ready to be   
  turned in and a folder in the back for papers returned  
  by the teacher. 
· Make sure your child has — and uses — a planner  
  to keep track of assignments.  Help your child get in  
  the habit of writing down each daily assignment in   
  each subject and checking it off when it's complete.  
  Some schools provide these to students, and if not,  
  you might want to work with your PTA or parent 
  organization to provide planners at your school. 
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  efforts will be most effective. 
· Sometimes we just have to memorize.  You may have 
  used a mnemonic (like Roy G. Biv) to remember the  
  colors of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green,   
  blue, indigo, violet) or My Very Educated Mother Just  
  Sent Us Nine Pizzas to remember the correct order of 
  the planets. Inventing your own silly mnemonic 
  together works just as well and can lighten up a study  
  session. 
· Ask questions to help your child distinguish 
  important from unimportant information.  For 
  example, ask: "What's the most important thing you  
  learned about ...?" 
· Remind your child to make the most of his time.  If  
  they always carry a review sheet or book along with  
  them, odd moments — waiting for the bus, sitting in  
  the doctor's office — can be used as productive study  
  time. That leaves more time for a basketball game 
  after school. 
· Find out what skills students at your child's grade   
  level are expected to have.  Junior High school 
  students are generally expected to have learned basic 
  multiplication and division facts. If your child can't 
  quickly recall them, it is likely to affect their scores on  
  math tests. It may be time to go back and review basic 
  skills. 
· Look for other sources of support.  Find out the best 
  way to reach your child's teachers and keep that 
  contact information handy all year. Is there a college 
  student in your neighborhood who can help with math,  
  a relative who can tutor them in Spanish? Talk to your  
  child about finding a "study buddy" or group. Study   
  groups can be effective because students can fill in  
  the gaps in each other's knowledge and test their 
  understanding of the material by explaining it to 
  others. 
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Teacher Contact Information  

Emily Aierstok  x5387 eaierstok@greenwichcsd.org  

Kevin Aierstok  x5396 kaierstok@greenwichcsd.org  

Cortney Barber  x5276 cbarber@greenwichcsd.org  

Duke Beck  x4209 dbeck@greenwichcsd.org  

Jeanne-Marie Breen  x5388 jbreen@greenwichcsd.org  

Allison Brew  x5471 abrew@greenwichcsd.org  

Marie Danish  x5360 mdanish@greenwichcsd.org  

Nicole Dixson  x5363 ndixson@greenwichcsd.org  

Janet Dupuis  x5362 jdupuis@greenwichcsd.org  

Dan Fischer  x5364 dfischer@greenwichcsd.org  

Nicole Fortier  x5460 nfortier@greenwichcsd.org  

Joy Gordon  x5412 jgordon@greenwichcsd.org  

Susan Gordon  x5415 sgordon@greenwichcsd.org  

Randy Howard  x5327 rhoward@greenwichcsd.org  

Andrea Jacobs  x5385 ajacobs@greenwichcsd.org  

Greg McGuirk  x5277 gmcguirk@greenwichcsd.org  

Debbie Maines  x5389 dmaines@greenwichcsd.org  

Naomi Meyer  x5377 nmeyer@greenwichcsd.org  

Danyelle Meyers  x5369 dmeyers@greenwichcsd.org  

Shirley Niles  x5381 sniles@greenwichcsd.org  

Dawn Slater  x5461 dslater@greenwichcsd.org 

Diane Testo  x5214 dtesto@greenwichcsd.org 

Eileen Troy  x4235 etroy@greenwichcsd.org 

Mike Woodell  x5397 mwoodell@greenwichcsd.org 

David Rosen  x8122 drosen@greenwichcsd.org 
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Introduction  
 

 The Educational Planning Guide provides details 
for those courses that your child is required to take as 
part of their Junior High academic program. This 
program is based upon mandates provided by the NYS 
Board of Regents. Junior High School students are 
required to take the following coursework: 

 
Expected Student Load 

 7th grade students will take the following courses: 
- English 
- Science 
- Mathematics 
- Social Studies 
- Foreign Language 
- Family & Consumer Science 
- Technology 
- Physical Education 
- Art 
- Music 

 
 8th grade students will take the following courses: 

- English 
- Science 
- Mathematics 
- Social Studies 
- Foreign Language 
- Family & Consumer Science 
- Health Education 
- Technology 
- Physical Education 
- Art 
- Music (optional) 

 
Note: A student requiring AIS or a Resource Room, or 
taking Band and Chorus may not be able to participate in all 
other electives. 
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 Helping Your Child Be Successful With Homework  
Questions Parents Should be Asking 

 
(Courtesy: greatschools.net) 

 
Monitor homework but remember it's your child's 
homework, not yours. You can help by asking questions 
that help guide your child to his/her own solutions. Some 
examples: 

· What information do you need to do this assignment? 
· Where are you going to look for it? 
· Where do you think you should begin? 
· What do you need to do next? 
· Can you describe how you're going to solve this prob-

lem? 
· How did you solve this problem? 
· What did you try that didn't work? 
· Why does this answer seem right to you? 
· Tell me more about this part. 
 

Helping Your Child Study for Tests  
 

Parents can help their children manage their time and at-
tention — which means turning of the cell phone, the TV 
and the iPod. 
 
Some tips to remember in helping your child:  
· Rereading isn't the same as learning.  "Reviewing  
  alone is not enough. Thinking of potential essay 
  questions and outlining them or working out the 
  challenging math problems helps a student learn how  
  to apply the material so that they do not blank when   
  they see the questions on the test."  
· Which is best: morning, afternoon or evening?  
  Everyone focuses better at different times of the day  
   than others. Help your child find the times that his 
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Social Studies 7 
 Ms. Brew 
 
This course will focus on reinforcing and expanding on 
those skills outlined by New York State to promote success 
on the Eighth Grade Social Studies Assessment that will be 
given in June of the student’s 8th grade year.  Students will 
demonstrate proficiency in the following skill areas: 
Reading and Writing document-based essays; critical 
analysis and evaluation; information and understanding, 
and general knowledge of United States and New York 
History. 
 
This course will focus on the first half of United States 
history, from the time Native Americans first explored the 
Americas, to the end of the Civil War.  The students will 
complete a major cross curricular project in the spring, 
where they will research a historical topic in English, and 
then present their findings in Social Studies. 
 
Social Studies 8  
 Mrs. Slater 
This course will focus on reinforcing and expanding on 
those skills and content outlined by New York State to 
promote success on the Intermediate Social Studies 
Assessment, which covers 7th and 8th grade Social Studies, 
which is given in June of the eighth grade year. The content 
is a continuation of the 7th grade year. Students will 
demonstrate an understanding of United States history from 
the Civil War to the present. Students will use a variety of 
intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of 
major eras, ideas, themes, and turning points in US History. 
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A Typical Junior High School Student Day  
 
 

8:05 am Students are welcomed into the building 
 
8:10 am A warning bell sounds reminding students to   
    go to 1st period. 
 
8:15 am — 8:57 am  1st period  
 Students have 4 minutes in between their classes. 
 
9:01 am — 9:41 am  2nd Period  
 
9: 45 am — 10:25 am 3rd Period  
 
10:29 am — 11:09 am 4th Period  
 
11:13 am — 11:40 am Lunch (Period 5)  
 
11:40 am — 12:20 pm Period 6/7  
 
12:20 pm — 1:00 pm Period 8/9  
 
1:04 pm — 1:44 pm  10th Period  
 
1:48 pm — 2:30 pm  11th Period  
 
2:40 pm — 3:20 pm  12th Period  
         (as required by a teacher 
         or administrator) 
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Grading/Promotion Policies  
 
 Each course in the Junior High School is passed or 
failed separately. The GCS Passing Standard is a final 
average of 65% on the course work (80% YA-yearly 
average + 20% final exam = FA-final 
average). The passing standard on PROFICIENCY 
EXAMS is State determined. A student passes a course 
by achieving a passing final average. 

 
Computing Final Course Grade 

 
* A half year course grade will be computed as follows: 

40% (1st MP) + 40% (2nd MP) + 20% (Final Exam) = Final Average  
 
At the end of each marking period, the Honor Rolls will be 
determined. In order to be eligible, the following averages 
must be achieved: 

· High Honor Roll - 90% or higher 
· Honor Roll -   85% to 89.5% 

Honor rolls will be published in local newspapers. 
 

Promotion Criteria for Junior High  
 

Students who fail to meet academic expectations in grades 
7 and 8 may be retained at that grade level in the following 
academic year.  Many opportunities will be available for 
students who have demonstrated a need for additional help.  
Academic Intervention Services in Math, English/Language 
Arts and Summer School are services currently being 
offered by GCS.  The following guidelines will be used in 

1st semester 2nd semester    

1st  
MP 

2nd  
MP 

Midterm 
 Exam * 

3rd 
MP 

4th 
MP 

Final 
Exam 

Final 
Average 

40% 40% 20% 20% 20%   

 40% + 20%  = 100% 40%     +  
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badminton, table tennis, bowling, and X-country skiing. 
Spring activities include lacrosse, track and field, softball, 
and tennis.  
 
Science 7  
 Mrs. Dixson 
 
This course will focus on life science concepts and skills 
outlined by New York State to promote success on the 
eighth grade Science Assessment that will be given in the 
winter/spring their 8th grade year.  This exam is broken into 
two parts: a lab practical and a written exam. Students will 
demonstrate proficiency in the following skill areas: 
Scientific Method, Chemistry, Cell Biology, Ecology, Plant 
and Animal Systems, Genetics and Evolution. 
Students will be encouraged to develop good inquiry skills 
and use technology such as microscopes, Microsoft 
PowerPoint and Microsoft Publisher to explore and present 
science. 
 
Science 8  
 Mrs. Barber 
 
This course studies the physical sciences including 
chemistry, physics, and Earth science as outlined by New 
York State.  Students will have two state assessments in 
the spring consisting of a lab exam and a written exam cov-
ering both physical and life science. 
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 Mrs. S. Gordon 
 
 Chorus students will experience many styles of music 
from Renaissance through Contemporary, including folk 
music, popular music, jazz and music of other cultures 
while learning and practicing techniques of singing, 
musicianship and artistic presentation. One full credit of 
chorus will satisfy the New York State art/music 
requirement for graduation. 
 
Music (Band) 
 Ms. Testo 
 
 The Band meets on alternating days. A wide variety of 
classical music, traditional concert band music, popular and 
seasonal music is performed. Enrolled students take one 
individual lesson per week on a 4 week rotating period 
basis. 
 
 Attendance at lessons and evening performances is 
mandatory. There are several opportunities throughout the 
year to perform in advanced ensembles, and to perform at 
in-state and out-of-state festivals. 
 
General Music 
 Mr. Rosen 
 
 Waiting for writeup. 
 
Physical Education 
 Ms. Troy, Mr. Beck, Mr. McGuirk 
 
The core of the regular gym classes centers around the 
seasonal sports with the opportunity to understand the 
objectives, techniques and skills necessary for success in 
these sports. Fall activities include physical fitness testing, 
field hockey, soccer, archery, touch football, and speedball. 
Winter activities include basketball, volleyball, floor hockey, 
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making retention recommendations.  NOTE: Because 
LOTE students are fulfilling a graduation requireme nt, 
they must repeat the class if they fail the course and 
the final exam. 
 
Students will be retained at the grade level in Grade 7 and 
8 after the following: 
 

1) A staff based recommendation for the 
appropriateness of retention. This will be based on 
students who fail 2 or more classes in E/LA, Math, 
Science, or Social Studies with a 64.4 or below or 
have a cumulative average of 64.4 or below  

 
2) A meeting with parents, student, administration and 

relevant teaching & support staff to further discuss 
an educational plan. 

 
Student Rights and Responsibilities  

 
 An important part of your child’s education is to learn to 
conduct themselves appropriately within the school setting. 
Improving the school atmosphere is not just a job of the 
staff, it is also your child’s responsibility. 
 
1.    Student Rights 
- To attend school without fear of physical harm or 

intimidation. 
- To be provided access to all class and club 

opportunities without restriction other than the desire to 
succeed. 

- To have school rules and conditions available for review 
and, whenever necessary, explanation by the school 
personnel. 

- To be able to have all disciplinary actions explained and/
or reviewed by the school staff through to the Board of 
Education, if requested. 
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2.    Student Responsibilities 
- To know the student behavior rules and discipline 

procedures. 
- To exhibit reasonable conduct in accordance with the 

school rules. 
- To seek help in solving problems that might lead to 

discipline procedures. 
- To accept responsibility for one's actions. 
 

Homework  
 
 Homework is an important part of the educational 
process. It provides an opportunity to apply the skills 
learned in class. Teachers will assign homework with the 
following purpose: 
 

· Practice recently learned material 
· Review work over longer periods 
· Research and discovery 
· Creativity 
· Preparation for class activities 
· Adherence to form 
· Promptness 
· Neatness/orderliness 
· Planning of time (time management) 
· Development of study skills and responsibility 

 
Note: If your child is absent, they are still responsible for 
all work missed. They should meet with their teacher as 
soon as they return to find out what work was missed. 
 

Social Aspects of Junior High School  
 

The Junior High school functions as a bridge between the 
Elementary School and High School. We recognize that 
your children are no longer elementary school 
students, nor high school students, and so we wish to work 
with them in a manner that respects this transition. You will 
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· Day 1:  Multiple Choice Questions 
· Day 2:  Extended Response Questions 

· Final Exam (2 hour exam):  June 
 
Students are expected to maintain a 90 average throughout 
the year. Upon successful completion of this course, 
students will move on to Integrated Algebra (9th Grade 
Math.)  
 
Math 8  
 Mrs. Maines 
 
This course will focus on the five strands of mathematics, 
especially geometry and algebra in preparation for the 
Mathematics Assessment that will be administered in 
March.  The major algebraic topics we will cover are writing 
and solving multiple step equations, operations with 
polynomials, factoring trinomials, and solving algebraic 
equations in the context of geometric figures.  As for 
geometric content we will focus on the angle relationships 
formed by parallel lines and transformations.  
 
Math 8 (Advanced) 
 Mrs. Niles/Mrs. Maines 
 
 This course will focus on the five strands of mathematics, 
especially the algebra strand in preparation for the 
Integrated Algebra Regents Exam that will be administered 
in June. 
 We will also review the major topics from Math 8 in 
preparation for the Eighth Grade Mathematics Assessment 
which will be given in March.  These topics are writing and 
solving multiple step equations, operations with 
polynomials, factoring trinomials, solving algebraic 
equations in the context of geometric figures, angle 
relationships formed by parallel lines and transformations.  
 
Music (Chorus) 
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abilities to answer multiple choice and extended response 
questions. Test-taking strategies are discussed and 
modeled. 
 Students are encouraged to use appropriate math 
vocabulary as they explain and describe procedures used 
to solve problems. 
 All assessments follow the format of the state 
assessment given in March.  The intent of this procedure is 
to familiarize students with the format of the state exam. 
 
Assessments that will be administered in Math 7 include: 

· Mid Term Exam (2 hour test):  January 
· NYS Math 7 Exam:  March 

· Day 1:  Multiple Choice Questions 
· Day 2:  Extended Response Questions 

· Final Exam (2 hour exam):  June 
 
 
Math 7A (accelerated for select students) 
 Mrs. Niles 
 
 Math 7A incorporates all performance indicators for 7th 
and 8th grade as outlined in the mandated NYS Math 
curriculum.  The pace is rapid as students are expected to 
master 7th and 8th grade standards by June. 
 In addition to the topics listed for 7th grade math, 
students in Math 7A will also study multi-step equations, 
systems of equations and polynomials.  Linear graphing, 
transformations and pairs of angles will also be stressed in 
Geometry. 
 Students are invited to participate in this course if they 
are the top 10% in the following areas: 

· 6th grade Math grade 
· Teacher recommendation 
· 6th grade Math State Assessment 

Assessments that will be administered in Math 7A include: 
· Mid Term Exam (2 hour test):  January 
· NYS Math 7 Exam:  March 
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notice that we create opportunities for 7th and 8th grade 
students to socialize amongst themselves. For example: 

· Junior High students have their own dances; 
· Junior High students have study hall assignments 

with other Junior High students; 
· Gym classes are not mixed with high school students; 
· Junior High students have their own lunch period; 
· Junior High students have their own wing where they 

access their lockers and the majority of their classes 
 
We understand that this time in a student’s life is not easy. 
The Junior High school team will do everything in it’s power 
to foster a sense of belonging in students to ease social 
and emotional difficulties during adolescence. 

 
Miscellany  

 
· Junior High students take part in very important State 

Assessments . These include: 
· E/LA exam in January 
· Math exam in March 
· Science exam (8th grade) in April & May 
· Social Studies (8th grade) in June 
· Foreign Language Proficiency exam (8th grade) 

in June 
· Annually, Mr. Zwirn coordinates a very successful 

“Career Fair ” in March. Real world professionals are 
brought in to speak to Junior High students about a 
myriad of topics, from professions in journalism to 
engineering to law enforcement. 

· Lunch accounts are handled through Mrs. Drumm. 
Students may drop off checks to the Main Office to 
replenish an account. Visiting the Food Service area 
of the Greenwich website allows you to check your 
account balance, too. For more information, dial 
x4218. 

· Reporting absences: On the morning of each 
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absence, parents or legal guardians should contact 
the school’s Attendance Officer, Mrs. Emily VanDriel 
at x4228. The school will contact a parent or guardian 
to verify each day’s absence without this verification. 
A written excuse is still request for each student 
absence. Students who arrive late to school or do 
have a note should deliver that note to Mrs. Colleen 
DeMarco in the attendance office. 

 
Course Offerings  

 
Academic Intervention Service (AIS) 
 Mrs. Fortier (Math 7-8) 
 Mrs. Meyers (E/LA 7-8) 
 
 AIS is required by NYS Education regulations and 
provides additional instruction to students in English/
Language Arts and/or Mathematics based on performance 
in required New York State assessments, classroom 
performance, and/or teacher recommendation. 
 Services are provided in two forms: progress monitoring 
and scheduled AIS classes. AIS classes supplement the 
instruction provided in the general curriculum and assist 
students in meeting the State Learning Standards. 
 Progress monitoring involves the AIS teacher monitoring 
a student’s performance every five weeks to check on his/
her progress in the respective academic class through 
contact with the content teacher. If this form of service is 
not effective then the student will be placed in an AIS class 
if his/her schedule allows. 
 Student support services may include guidance, 
counseling, attendance, and study skills that are needed to 
support improved academic performance. AIS is intended 
to assist students who are at risk of not achieving the State 
Learning Standards in English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Social Studies and/or Science. This program 
is also for students who are at risk of not gaining the 
knowledge and skills needed to meet or exceed designated 
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French  
 Ms. Jacobs 
Spanish 
 Mrs. J. Gordon, Mrs. Breen 
 
French/Spanish 7 is a course which instructs students in 
the basics of the language.  French/Spanish 8 is a 
continuation and explores each unit in more depth.  Much of 
the class work involves listening and speaking skills as the 
emphasis of the course is on communication in real-life 
situations.  Practical topics are the focus of each unit of 
Speaking and listening skills are emphasized as students 
become more familiar with the pronunciation and sound 
structure of their language.  Reading skills are practiced 
with authentic materials such as menus, newspaper ads, 
recipes, and television listings.  Writing practice begins with 
simple sentences and progresses to longer tasks.  Students 
learn about the cultures of many different countries all 
around the world.  Songs, games, and videos are used to 
practice vocabulary and structure. 

Math 7  
 Mrs. Niles 
 
 Students will learn to use “math talk” and do “the math 
walk.” Lessons incorporate 6th, 7th and some 8th grade 
performance indicators allowing students to review and 
reinforce material covered in the previous year as well as 
extend their ability to apply their math skills. 
 Math 7 incorporates all performance indicators as 
outlined in the mandated NYS math curriculum.  Students 
are expected to progress from a concrete to a more 
abstract understanding of math as they enter into algebra 
with the study of integers, equations, patterns and 
functions.  Students also further their knowledge of 
geometry with the introduction of volume and total surface 
area of three-dimensional geometric figures. 
 Classroom exercises are used to improve students’ 
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study include the following areas: Design and Modeling, the 
Magic of Electrons, the Science of Technology, Automation 
and Robotics, and Aerospace Technology. Through the use 
of projects, lectures, worksheets, and tests; this program 
will enhance your ability to plan, organize, problem solve, 
and construct optimal solutions for Technological problems. 
 
Health 
 Mr. Woodell 
 
This course will attempt to meet the NYS standards for 
Health Education. Subjects to be covered are: 

 
Languages Other Than English: 
The goal of second language learning is the achievement of 
functional communication in the context of the culture. In 
order to attain this goal, students will begin to develop 
proficiencies in listening, speaking, reading and writing at 
the beginning levels and will move to the most complex 
levels of the language. In addition, the student will gain a 
better appreciation for other cultures. 
 
New York State Language Requirement  
 
All students are required by New York State to complete 
one year of a Language Other Than English. 
 
TEST REQUIRED: Students will be required to pass the 
New York State Proficiency Exam at the end of Grade 8 in 
order to be granted a High School credit for the 1A/1B 
course. 

· First Aid 
· Stress 
· Suicide 
· Bullying 
· Decision making 

· Consequences 
· Smoking, Alcohol, 

Drugs 
· Diseases 
· STDs 
· Family Life Education 
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performance levels on State assessments. AIS will be 
made available to students with disabilities on the same 
basis as non-disabled students. Students will exit the 
program based on successful completion of New York State 
assessments. 
 
Art 7 & 8 
 Mrs. Meyer & Ms. Dupuis 
 
The 7th and 8th grade art courses meet State and local 
requirements.  The art elements are used as the basis for 
projects. During the 7th and 8th grade art classes, students 
complete assignments which include the use of color, line, 
texture, balance, composition, two and three dimensional 
design, drawing, painting, mixed media and art history. All 
students are required to keep a sketchbook in class. 
 
English 7 
 Mrs. Aierstok 
 
This course will focus on building reading, writing, listening 
and speaking for information and understanding, literary 
response and expression, critical analysis and evaluation, 
and social interaction. Students will explore their own 
identities as readers, writers, speakers, and listeners of the 
English language.  Students will analyze the language 
experiences of other students and published authors, 
looking carefully at the process of reading and writing.  
Students will represent their discoveries and growth in a 
literacy portfolio which will be submitted and presented at 
the year’s end.  Preparation for the seventh grade New 
York State English/Language Arts Exam will be ongoing. 
 
English 8 
 Mr. Howard 
 
This course will focus on reinforcing and expanding on 
those skills outlined by New York State to promote success 
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on the eighth grade ELA Assessment that will be given in 
January.  Students will demonstrate proficiency in the 
following skill areas:  Reading, Writing, and Listening for 
literary response and expression; critical analysis and 
evaluation; information and understanding.  The course will 
focus on exposing students to a wide variety of genres, 
both in literature and in writing, such as biography, poetry, 
historical fiction, short story, research, critical analysis and 
creative writing. 
 
Family & Consumer Science 7 & 8  
 Mrs. Danish 
 
Home and Career Skills is a New York State mandated 
course taught in grades 7-8 in the discipline of Family and 
Consumer Sciences. It is a course designed to prepare 
students to meet their present and future responsibilities as 
family and community members, consumers, home 
managers and wage earners. 
 
Home & Career Skills 7 is organized into four process skills 
(the “how” of learning) and content topics (the “what” of 
learning).  The process skills include:  Communication, 
Leadership, Management and Thinking. In the 7th grade 
program the content topics for the ten weeks are Nutrition 
and Wellness, Interpersonal Relationships and Community 
Connections. 
 
Home & Career Skills 8 is organized into four process skills 
(the “how” of learning) and content topics (the “what” of 
learning).  The process skills include:  Communication, 
Leadership, Management and Thinking. In the 8th grade 
program the content topics are Career Development, 
Clothing Management, Financial Management and 
Personal Environment Management in a twenty week 
program. 
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Gateway to Technology 7  
 Mr. Aierstok 
 
Students will have a chance to participate in Project Lead 
the Way’s Gateway to Technology. Gateway to Technology 
is a 5 unit Middle school program that is designed to help 
students explore Math, Science, and Technology. Areas of 
Study include the following: Design and Modeling, the 
Magic of Electrons, the Science of Technology, Automation 
and Robotics, and Aerospace Technology. Through the use 
of projects, lectures, worksheets, and tests, this program 
will enhance your ability to plan, organize, problem solve, 
and construct optimal solutions for technological problems. 
 
Gateway to Technology 8 
 Mr. Fischer 
 
Students will have a chance to participate in Project Lead 
the Way’s Gateway to Technology. Gateway to Technology 
is a 5 unit Middle school program that is designed to help 
students explore Math, Science, and Technology. Areas of 


