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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year.  It is hard to believe 
September is upon us and in a short time we will be back in session. 
 
Over the last several years we have seen many changes at federal, 
state and local levels.  This past year New York faced a severe 
financial crisis and all school districts were impacted.  On top of the 
financial issues, we are beginning a new academic and accountability 
cycle.  Last spring the New York State Board of Regents passed a 
sweeping change of the performance reviews for professional staff.  
These new regulations go into effect this fall. Although the details 
are still being worked out, we will be implementing the performance 
and evaluation component. 
 
The results of the 2010-2011 NYS tests arrived last week.  They 

were shared with the Board on August 15th. The individual student 
reports have not arrived.  When they do, they will be mailed to parents 

from each building.  The staff will review and analyze the results and adjust instruction accordingly.  If you have any 
questions, please contact your child’s Building Principal. 
 
We will also be preparing to deal with the tax cap initiated last spring.  Over the course of this year we will be looking at 
how this affects Greenwich and plan accordingly. 
 
I have been in the district since July 25th.  It has been a pleasure getting to know the district, community and staff. 
 
In order to constantly improve, the district and community must work together.  I hope you will all take an active part in 
the district and feel free to contact us with any questions. 
 
I hope everyone has a great school year. 
 
�
��������	
�
�
�
�
�
�
��
����������
����
�����������������������
�����

���

'��		
(�������	

� ������������ 	
������� �

������� � ����������!���������� �����"� #
��������
���

�����$� ���

��

��%������ �����&'� ���

��(��������

�����$� ����)������
�*�
�� �����&&�&+�������,��������
��

������+�-� .������������� �����&$� �����,�����%����

�����/� ������������������ �����&0� ������1��������

����������	
���	���
�����������
������������������	��	�����������



 

���������	
�����
	�����
	 2 

����

���������	
�����������������
������
�
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you and your children to the 2011-2012 school year at Greenwich Elementary.  I hope that your 
summer has been filled with fun family activities enjoyed at a leisurely pace under beautiful, sunshine-filled, blue skies.  It amazes me 
how quickly summer concludes and our thoughts turn to preparing for the commencement of another school year.  This is always an excit-
ing time of the year!  I eagerly await welcoming our students and catching up with great summer stories and memories. 
  
Our staff members have been very busy this summer.  Some have participated in staff development workshops which enabled them to fur-
ther their expertise in various curriculum areas and refine their classroom management skills.  Others have spent valuable time previewing 
instructional materials for use in our educational program.  All have been in to prepare their rooms and create inviting learning environ-
ments for your children.  Needless to say, it has been a productive summer for our professional staff.   
 
We would like to take an opportunity to welcome two new staff members.  Tia McDonough was hired as the K-2 Special Education teach-
er.  She is certified in Elementary Education, Special Education and Literacy.  We are overjoyed that we are able to welcome her to the 
faculty.  We are also welcoming back Laura Rasmussen as a long-term leave replacement in K-6 art.  Ms. Rasmussen developed a nice 
rapport with the students last spring, and we are fortunate to have her with us again.   
 
Our master schedule was created prior to the conclusion of the school year.  We will continue with a block schedule, providing uninter-
rupted blocks of time for literacy and math instruction and common planning time for teacher collaboration.   In addition to the 40 minutes 
of additional recess with an aide weekly, there are also 30 minutes designated to recess daily by grade level in which the classroom teacher 
will take their class out if they should choose.  
 
We are excited to begin the full implementation of Journeys this fall, our literacy framework for K-6.  Coinciding with the launch of Jour-
neys, we will be using benchmark assessments (administered three times a year) so we are able to collect data that will in turn drive our 
instruction.  These assessments are part of the Fountas and Pinnell benchmark assessment kit, and are scripted running records that will 
provide teachers with information on the students’ reading level, comprehension, fluency, and decoding.  This information will be essen-
tial for grouping students for differentiated instruction during literacy.    
 
The students of Greenwich Elementary are a wonderful group of children who truly enjoy the learning process.  As educators, we have one 
purpose: to make a child’s life more meaningful each day.  We are constantly collaborating with one another to make sure ALL students 
have access to a terrific education.  We greatly appreciate the opportunity to serve this community of learners.   
 
Our first event of the new school year will be a K-6 Open House on Tuesday, September 6th from 2:15-3:15 p.m. The intent of the open 
house is to allow children accompanied by parents to find their classroom, meet their teacher, and drop off their classroom supplies.  We 
hope that this visit will help children feel more comfortable beginning the first day of school. When you arrive for the Open House, you 
will be able to locate your child’s classroom assignment on the class lists posted on the office area windows and posted throughout the 
building. 
  
The first student day will be Wednesday, September 7th, with our school day running from 8:08 a.m. until 2:40 p.m. Walker and pick 
up dismissal will remain at 2:25 for both the Primary and Middle Grade.  
  
As a district, we were extremely pleased that we ranked twelfth in the Albany Business Review of districts across the Capital Region.  This 
is a great feat, and we continue to strive to be the best.  Our NYS Assessment results were also just recently released and we continue to 
increase the number of students reaching proficiency in both mathematics and ELA, even with the Federal and State expectations being 
raised.  
 
The goal for the 2011-2012 school year is continuous improvement, by holding high academic and behavioral expectations for students 
and for ourselves.  As a community, we will further this goal by working together to establish a culture of shared beliefs and values by 
communicating openly with students, staff, parents and the community. Through our efforts, Greenwich Elementary will become an even 
stronger and effective community of learners.  I look forward to working with you and your child (ren) this year.  I know that when we all 
work together, we will be able to help build a better world.  The possibilities are endless!  
 
Please join us in beginning the 2011-2012 school year with an enthusiastic step forward!  Welcome back and all the best! 
 
Fondly, 
 

Lisa Palmer 
K - 6 Principal 
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DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE    FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY  

692-9542 ext. 4219 

2011-2012 FAMILY APPLICATION FOR FREE AND REDUCED P RICE SCHOOL MEALS / MILK 
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Student Name: ______________________________ Teacher Name: ______________________________  Grade: _____________ 
 
Please check all that apply: 
My child’s cafeteria account may be used for:    _____ breakfast _____lunch _____ snacks. 
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Check One: �� Parent of ________________________________________  �  Faculty or Staff ________________________ 
                                                                   (child’s name)                                                                                (building) 
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